
Crossing	
  the	
  Finish	
  Line.	
  
	
  
	
   	
   A	
  Story.	
  

	
  
Lie	
  1:	
  Salvation	
  is	
  enough	
  to	
  keep	
  me	
  strong.	
  

	
  
	
  

Lie	
  2:	
  Emotion	
  will	
  sustain	
  devotion.	
  
	
  
	
  

Lie	
  3:	
  The	
  More	
  I	
  know,	
  the	
  Less	
  I	
  sin.	
  
	
  
	
  

Lie	
  4:	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  more	
  promises.	
  
	
  
	
  

Therefore,	
  brothers,	
  since	
  we	
  have	
  confidence	
  to	
  enter	
  the	
  Most	
  Holy	
  Place	
  by	
  the	
  blood	
  
of	
  Jesus,	
  20	
  by	
  a	
  new	
  and	
  living	
  way	
  opened	
  for	
  us	
  through	
  the	
  curtain,	
  that	
  is,	
  his	
  

body,	
  21	
  and	
  since	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  priest	
  over	
  the	
  house	
  of	
  God,	
  22	
  let	
  us	
  draw	
  near	
  to	
  
God	
  with	
  a	
  sincere	
  heart	
  in	
  full	
  assurance	
  of	
  faith,	
  having	
  our	
  hearts	
  sprinkled	
  to	
  

cleanse	
  us	
  from	
  a	
  guilty	
  conscience	
  and	
  having	
  our	
  bodies	
  washed	
  with	
  pure	
  water.	
  23	
  
Let	
  us	
  hold	
  unswervingly	
  to	
  the	
  hope	
  we	
  profess,	
  for	
  he	
  who	
  promised	
  is	
  faithful.	
  24	
  
And	
  let	
  us	
  consider	
  how	
  we	
  may	
  spur	
  one	
  another	
  on	
  toward	
  love	
  and	
  good	
  deeds.	
  25	
  
Let	
  us	
  not	
  give	
  up	
  meeting	
  together,	
  as	
  some	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  habit	
  of	
  doing,	
  but	
  let	
  us	
  
encourage	
  one	
  another—and	
  all	
  the	
  more	
  as	
  you	
  see	
  the	
  Day	
  approaching.	
  	
  

(Hebrews	
  10:19-­25)	
  
	
  
	
  

Present	
  Approach	
  
23	
  Let	
  us	
  hold	
  unswervingly	
  to	
  the	
  hope	
  we	
  profess,	
  for	
  he	
  who	
  promised	
  is	
  faithful.	
  24	
  
And	
  let	
  us	
  consider	
  how	
  we	
  may	
  spur	
  one	
  another	
  on	
  toward	
  love	
  and	
  good	
  deeds.	
  25	
  
Let	
  us	
  not	
  give	
  up	
  meeting	
  together,	
  as	
  some	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  habit	
  of	
  doing,	
  but	
  let	
  us	
  
encourage	
  one	
  another—and	
  all	
  the	
  more	
  as	
  you	
  see	
  the	
  Day	
  approaching.	
  
	
  
	
  
Perpetual	
  Access	
  
since	
  we	
  have	
  confidence	
  to	
  enter	
  the	
  Most	
  Holy	
  Place	
  by	
  the	
  blood	
  of	
  Jesus,	
  20	
  by	
  a	
  
new	
  and	
  living	
  way	
  opened	
  for	
  us	
  through	
  the	
  curtain,	
  that	
  is,	
  his	
  body	
  
	
  
Perfect	
  Assurance.	
  
21	
  and	
  since	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  priest	
  over	
  the	
  house	
  of	
  God,	
  22	
  let	
  us	
  draw	
  near	
  to	
  God	
  
with	
  a	
  sincere	
  heart	
  in	
  full	
  assurance	
  of	
  faith,	
  having	
  our	
  hearts	
  sprinkled	
  to	
  cleanse	
  us	
  
from	
  a	
  guilty	
  conscience	
  and	
  having	
  our	
  bodies	
  washed	
  with	
  pure	
  water.	
  
	
  



You,	
  however,	
  know	
  all	
  about	
  my	
  teaching,	
  my	
  way	
  of	
  life,	
  my	
  purpose,	
  faith,	
  patience,	
  
love,	
  endurance,	
  11	
  persecutions,	
  sufferings—what	
  kinds	
  of	
  things	
  happened	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  
Antioch,	
  Iconium	
  and	
  Lystra,	
  the	
  persecutions	
  I	
  endured.	
  Yet	
  the	
  Lord	
  rescued	
  me	
  from	
  
all	
  of	
  them.	
  12	
  In	
  fact,	
  everyone	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  godly	
  life	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus	
  will	
  be	
  
persecuted,	
  13	
  while	
  evil	
  men	
  and	
  impostors	
  will	
  go	
  from	
  bad	
  to	
  worse,	
  deceiving	
  and	
  
being	
  deceived.	
  14	
  But	
  as	
  for	
  you,	
  continue	
  in	
  what	
  you	
  have	
  learned	
  and	
  have	
  become	
  
convinced	
  of,	
  because	
  you	
  know	
  those	
  from	
  whom	
  you	
  learned	
  it,	
  15	
  and	
  how	
  from	
  
infancy	
  you	
  have	
  known	
  the	
  holy	
  Scriptures,	
  which	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  you	
  wise	
  for	
  
salvation	
  through	
  faith	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus.	
  16	
  All	
  Scripture	
  is	
  God-­breathed	
  and	
  is	
  useful	
  
for	
  teaching,	
  rebuking,	
  correcting	
  and	
  training	
  in	
  righteousness,	
  17	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  man	
  of	
  
God	
  may	
  be	
  thoroughly	
  equipped	
  for	
  every	
  good	
  work.	
  (2	
  Timothy	
  3:10-­17)	
  
	
  
3	
  Roadblocks	
  to	
  stop	
  your	
  from	
  Crossing	
  the	
  Finish	
  Line.	
  
	
  
Misunderstandings,	
  
You,	
  however,	
  know	
  all	
  about	
  my	
  teaching,	
  my	
  way	
  of	
  life,	
  my	
  purpose,	
  faith,	
  patience,	
  
love,	
  endurance,	
  11	
  persecutions,	
  sufferings—what	
  kinds	
  of	
  things	
  happened	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  
Antioch,	
  Iconium	
  and	
  Lystra,	
  the	
  persecutions	
  I	
  endured.	
  
	
  
Difficult	
  Circumstances,	
  
In	
  fact,	
  everyone	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  godly	
  life	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus	
  will	
  be	
  persecuted,	
  
	
  
God	
  had	
  one	
  Son	
  on	
  earth	
  without	
  sin,	
  but	
  never	
  one	
  without	
  suffering.	
  	
  
-­	
  Augustine	
  
	
  
Pessimism	
  is	
  not	
  in	
  being	
  tired	
  of	
  evil	
  but	
  in	
  being	
  tired	
  of	
  good.	
  Despair	
  does	
  not	
  lie	
  in	
  
being	
  weary	
  of	
  suffering	
  but	
  in	
  being	
  weary	
  of	
  joy.	
  
-­	
  GK	
  Chesterton	
  
	
  
Bad	
  Church	
  Experiences	
  
while	
  evil	
  men	
  and	
  impostors	
  will	
  go	
  from	
  bad	
  to	
  worse,	
  deceiving	
  and	
  being	
  deceived.	
  
14	
  But	
  as	
  for	
  you,	
  continue	
  in	
  what	
  you	
  have	
  learned	
  and	
  have	
  become	
  convinced	
  of,	
  
because	
  you	
  know	
  those	
  from	
  whom	
  you	
  learned	
  it,	
  15	
  and	
  how	
  from	
  infancy	
  you	
  have	
  
known	
  the	
  holy	
  Scriptures,	
  which	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  you	
  wise	
  for	
  salvation	
  through	
  faith	
  
in	
  Christ	
  Jesus.	
  
	
  
All	
  Scripture	
  is	
  God-­breathed	
  and	
  is	
  useful	
  for	
  teaching,	
  rebuking,	
  correcting	
  and	
  
training	
  in	
  righteousness,	
  17	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  man	
  of	
  God	
  may	
  be	
  thoroughly	
  equipped	
  for	
  
every	
  good	
  work.	
  
	
  

Don’t	
  Waste	
  this	
  Life,	
  but	
  Cross	
  the	
  Finish	
  Line!	
  


